e ‘
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/27 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000606240051-9

ARTICLE
PN PAGE

PEARED

WASHINGTON TIMES
5 April 1984

Ex-Army aide seized by FBL
on charge of passing secrets | |

By James Morrison
YH‘ WASHINGTON TIMES

A former U.S. Army intelligence
employee was_arrested bv FBI
agents_vesterday on charges of
passing secret national security in-

formation about U.S. 30u51e agents

" "Richard Craig Smlth 40 ‘was ar-

rested at Dulles International Air- -

port after flying in yesterday from
his Bellevue, Wash., home to sur-
render, a Justice Department offi-
cial said.

Mr. Smith has admitted passing
top-secret information about a
double-agent operation, known as

Roval Miter, to a Russian official at’

the Soviet Commercial Compound
in Tokvo, an FBI agent said in a
statement accompanying a
criminal complaint filed -against
Mr. Smith by the Justice Depart-
ment.

Assistant U.S. Attorney.Joseph
Aronica said he expects to bring
more charges against Mr. Smith but
did not say what those charges
wotld be. Conviction on the esp:-
onage charges could carry a maxi-
mum sentence of life in prison, Mr.
Aronica said.

“The offense is probably the
most serious offense a person can
commit against the United States,”
Mr. Aronica said. “The case against
him is strong based on admissions
and confessions of the defendant.”

FBI agent Michael J. Wagues-

“pack. who had investigated the case

since December, said Mr. Smith,
during several interviews, ad-

mitted passing secret information
to the Soviets.

Mr. Smith worked for the Army
Intelligence and Security Com-
mand from 1973 to 1980, when he
resigned to start his own business.
He “borrowed extensively to fi-
nance business ventures, exper-
ienced serious financial difficulties
and was forced to declare bank-
ruptcy” in 1982, Mr. Waguespack
said.

Mr. Smith, in the FBI interviews,
said he was pald $11,000 for the in-
formation he passed on to Victor L.
Okunev, a suspected Russian KGB
agent, on two occasions in Novem-
ber 1982 and in February 1983.

The information disclosed the
existence of the Royal Miter opera-
tion through which the Army was
able to identify KGB agents en-

gaged in spving against the United
States and to determine KGB intel-:
ligence priorities and methods of
operation, Mr. Waguespack said.

Mr. Smith was advised of his

rightsat a hearmg at the U.S. Mag-
istrate's Courtin Alexandria vester-
day where Magistrate W. Harris
Grimsley agreed to appoint an_at-
torney to represent him and -or-
dered him held without bail until an
April 13 preliminary hearing.

Mr. Aronica, who asked that Mr.
Smith be denied bond, said he
feared the defendant might try to
flee the country.

Mr. Smith said it is “absurd” to
think he would run away, because
he has had several opportunities to
flee. He said he had known he was
under surveillance by the FBI for

_several weeks and even cooperated

with the agents. .

“T've had plenty of opportunities
to flee” he told Mr. Grimsley. “I
have nothing to gain by leaving the

country. My family is here. If I was ,

going to flee, I assure you I would
have done so by now.”

Mr. Smith has four children, ages
210 10, living with his wife in Wash-
ington state.
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